Warning Signs

Thousands of elders in Oklahoma, who are dependent
on others to meet their basic needs, are often
vulnerable to abuse, neglect, and exploitation by
family members and/or their care takers.

Signs include:

* Bruises and skin discoloration

* Burns, welts, cuts, bite marks, or bed sores

« Visitors refused access to the house

+ Withdrawal (refusing to or not allowed to leave home)
* Unclean, dirty, smelly, or inadequate clothes

* Weight loss, appears hungry, searching for food

* No utilities

+ Withdrawal of money in large sums

Types of Abuse

Physical Abuse: Inflicting physical pain or injury to a
senior.

Sexual Abuse: Non-consensual sexual contact of any

kind.

Neglect: Failure to provide food, shelter, health care, or
protection by the primary care taker.

Exploitation: Theft, misuse, or concealment of an elder’s
money, property, or assets.

Abandonment: Deliberate desertion by the primary
caretaker.




Statistics

e 1in 10 elders aged 60+ will experience
some kind of abuse.

e Only 1in 24 cases of elder abuse are
reported to authorities.

¢ In almost 90% of elder abuse/neglect
incidents, the perpetrator is a family
member. Two-thirds of perpetrators are
adult children or spouses.

Mandatory Reporting

Every person, private citizen or professional,
who has reason to believe that a vulnerable
elder has been abused, is mandated by law to
promptly report suspected abuse to the
Oklahoma Department of Human Services
(OKDHS). Failure to report will result in a
misdemeanor. A person making a report, in
good faith, is immune from civil or criminal
liability. The name of the reporter is kept
confidential by OKDHS.

OKDHS Hotline Office: 1-800-522-3511

Wings of Hope Family Crisis Services
(405) 372-9922
3800 N Washington St. Stillwater, OK, 74075




